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Prof. Herdt’s reflections on virtue make us think about two features of human beings.

First, human beings are capable of ethical habits, i.e., stable dispositions allowing for excellent actions. In
that regard, human beings share with other natural systems an autonomy through which they act over
their  environment but  do this  in  a  human-specific  way,  namely,  developing human habits  by freely
choosing their goals in life. Virtues and free will thus go hand in hand.

Second,  all  scientific  progress  ultimately  depends  on  scientists  sharing  virtues  like  truthfulness,
industriousness, and humbleness. Science is built by virtuous people.
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